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Who Is the Greatest? 

Matthew 18:1 “At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 and said, 

“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom 

of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these 

little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened 

around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.” (ESV) 

 

Jesus lays it on the line in the passage for those with ears to hear.  I mean, once again, the 

disciples (we) are asking the wrong question but Jesus cuts to the heart of its intent and 

delivers an answer that far surpasses the question.   

 

“Who is the greatest?”  There is no “greatest” in the kingdom. Not in the way we think of 

“greatest” anyway.  Look at what happens in the brief exchange.  Jesus calls a child to Him and 

this child doesn’t look around and ask, “Who?  Me?”  He doesn’t push his friend forward in his 

place.  He doesn’t say, “Yes!  I knew you would call me!” He doesn’t ask, “Why?”  The child 

merely comes to Him and allows Jesus to do what He wills with him.  No begging, no choosing, 

no questions asked.  That’s what Jesus means by humility.   

 

Humility is serving.  Humility is serving Jesus first and others next.  Those are Jesus’ Two Great 

Commands in a nutshell: Love God and Love your neighbor as yourself.  But, Jesus doesn’t stop 

there, either.  He says that there will be those who get it and follow His will as children of God 

and they are to be respected and welcomed and aided in His name.  Such servants are to be 

received and blessed by those who wish to follow Jesus.  These true children of God are not to 

be despised or reviled or caused to stray from their paths.  They bear Christ wherever they go.  

The question is; are we humble enough to receive the Living God or are we so caught up in 

ourselves that we are blind to the Light of the World?   

 

The stakes are high.  Like I said at the beginning, Jesus lays it on the line here.  Unless we are 

able to change our ways and humble ourselves by listening to and obeying our Lord, we “will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  If we don’t bless those who are willing to listen to Jesus 
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and obey Him, it will better for us to be weighed down and “drowned in the depths of the sea.”  

It’s time to get to know Jesus and to listen to Him and get serious about following Him.  That’s 

how we get into the kingdom of heaven.  Doing our own things only brings upon us terrible 

punishments. There’s always a choice.  

  

 


